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Virgil V. Weidler
Virgil Weidler, 95, of Tripoli, died Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at Tripoli Nursing &
Rehab.

Funeral services will be held 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 12, 2015, at Grace
Lutheran Church in Tripoli with Rev. Dana Loney officiating. Interment will
follow in Grace Lutheran Cemetery with military rites conducted by
Brandenburg-Krueger Post #4013, V.F.W. of Tripoli. Friends may call from

4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., Monday, May 11t at Rettig Funeral Home in
Tripoli and for one hour preceding services at the church on Tuesday.
Memorials may be given in his name to the Tripoli Nursing Home,
Bremwood - Ladies Auxiliary (it was the Orphans Home where Virgil lived in
his youth), or Grace Lutheran Church in Tripoli.

Virgil Vernon Weidler was born on April 22, 1920 near New Hampton, lowa.
He was the son of Henry and Martha (Zipse) Weidler. At the age of 5, he
was placed in the Lutheran Orphans Home (now Bremwood) by his father,
to ensure he and his sisters would remain together after being bounced
between uncles. He lived at the home for 14 years. He was baptized in
June, 1920 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lawler (Jerico), lowa. He was
confirmed on May 29, 1936 in St. Paul Lutheran Church, Waverly, lowa by
Rev. Schlueter. Virgil attended elementary school at the Home until he

completed the gth grade and then on to Waverly High School until
Thanksgiving, 1939. While at the Home he managed the baseball team. He
remembers times of competing with teams in the area. This was where his
love of baseball originated!! It was in 1939 that he was moved from the
Orphans Home to Herb and Evalena Hoppenworth’s home to work on the
farm and attended Tripoli High School. He graduated from Tripoli High
School on May 17, 1940. On November 26, 1941, Virgil entered the Marine
Corps to serve his country. He was interested in communications, so
attended radio operator classes. He also learned Japanese code so he
could serve as an intercept operator.

Virgil was united in marriage with Monna Lou (Bente) Weidler on October
19, 1944 at St. John’s Lutheran Church (Western Douglas) by Rev. G.
Steege.

To this union six children were born. Virgil was honorably discharged from
the Marine Corps on November 30, 1945. Following Virgil’s discharge they
returned to Bremer County where he worked for Farmers Produce for EImer
Wilharm in Greene, lowa. Virgil had worked for him in Clarion, lowa before
entering the service. Shortly, thereafter, Art Rieckenberg had asked him to
come to the farm to assist, as Monna Lou had previously lived and cared for
the Rieckenberg children. In 1950 they moved to Tripoli, which has been
their home ever since, to return to Farmers Produce as a truck driver and
bookkeeper. He continued to share his love of baseball as he organized
the 1970 Luther League team and also umpired many baseball and softball
games. Virgil also organized the Cub Scouts in Tripoli in 1955 where he
served as a Cubmaster for four years.

After a couple years of odd jobs in Waverly, he became the custodian at the
Tripoli Community Schools for 25 years (1961 — 1986). Upon retirement, he
continued to find himself on the playground, but now he was pushing
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Jennifer, Nicole and Tyler on the swings!!

Virgil was an active member of Grace Lutheran Church. He served as
secretary, trust fund committee, and as one of the original District
delegates. He served as the custodian, with Monna Lou, for 10 years. He
was a member of the Senior Choir until he was 80 years old. He served the
Lord at Grace Lutheran Church by tolling the bells in respect for the saints
who have gone before him.

Virgil was preceded in death by his wife, Monna Lou, on May 6, 2009. He is
survived by five sons, Dennis (Sharlene) Weidler of Waverly; Alan Weidler
of Dewey, Arizona; Lorin Weidler of Waterloo; Marlin (Beverly) Weidler of
Olathe, Kansas, Dale (Patricia) Weidler of Hawkins, Texas; one daughter,
Catherine (Dana) Loney of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin; twenty-three
grandchildren and many great grandchildren.

Virgil was also preceded in death by one grandson, Michael Weidler; his
parents, three sisters, Vida (Weidler) Smith, Margaret (Weidler) Bergman
and Violet Weidler.

Add Comment

Nancy Weidler on May 10, 2015 at 8:47 AM said:

My thoughts are with you in your loss. | hope to see many of you on Tuesday to honor and celebrate this dear cousin
and my baptismal sponsor. Love to all. Nancy

misti weidler on May 8, 2015 at 3:15 PM said:

| love you and miss you grandpa.

Darlys Rettig Schulz on May 7, 2015 at 3:00 PM said:

Many thoughts of sympathy go out to you and family your in my prayers.Virgil&Monna where very nice people.when I'd
see them in WalMart or any where they aways said Hi.He well aways be remembered.

Dawn Holm on May 7, 2015 at 11:29 AM said:

Thinking of all of you during the loss of your Dad. He was always a friendly guy with a smile on his face. | will always
remember him as the janitor at the Tripoli Schools, keeping everything clean and ready for the next day. He will be
missed and remembered by many. He touched a lot of lives along the way with that great smile. God Bless.

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis on May 7, 2015 at 11:13 AM said:

Many blessings to the Weidler family. | hold memories of Mr. Weidler at the Tripoli Schools, his welcoming hellos to the
students and always smiling and friendly. | will always remember him from my high school days. God speed.

Mary on May 7, 2015 at 6:47 AM said:

To all of Virgil's family - | wish you all peace and great memories of Virgil. | certainly remember him as a great neighbor
growing up in Tripoli. Thinking of you all with heartfelt sympathy and prayers. Mary ( Block ) Grosse

Brad & Kim (Baldwin) Bunce on May 7, 2015 at 6:18 AM said:

Virgil was a kind and generous man. Remembering his smiling face in the halls of the Tripoli Schools. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family.

Desiree Weidler on May 6, 2015 at 12:59 PM said:

That is my Grandpa and | love him and really will miss him. | use to go to his house all the time when we were younger
and then through the years we never had the chance to say goodbye or go see him.
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Find us on
Facebook

We welcome your comments and feedback about our website!
Click here to send us your comments
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